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Overview 
 
We are privileged to be able to continue to support female students at the University of Alberta 

through the CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards Fund. 

In 2014, a total of $52,000 was awarded: 

 $22,000 to Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship winners 

 $30,000 to bursary recipients 

Two CFUW Edmonton Undergraduate Entrance Scholarships were awarded in 2014, each 

valued at $1,000.  Two additional students in a second year undergraduate program at the 

University of Alberta each received $1,000. 

The two Master’s scholarship winners and two Doctoral scholarship winners attended the 

CFUW Edmonton Spring BBQ on May 13, 2014 to receive their awards and made presentations 

of their research at the CFUW Edmonton meeting in January 2015.  

Bursary funds were released on December 6, 2014 in amounts ranging from $500 to $2,300.   

CFUW Edmonton Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarships 
 
2014 Scholarship Committee 
The Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship Committee was convened by Debbie Tyson.  We had 
16 readers -- four in each scholarship group comprised mainly of two experienced readers and 
two new readers.  Cathy Garvey, Norma Kabaroff, Nafeesa Mohamed and Helen Otto 
coordinated the individual groups, which was of great assistance to the convenor.  Readers in 
each group were: 
 
PhD Arts       PhD Science 
 

Cathy Garvey- coordinator     Norma Kabaroff- coordinator 
Lea Belter       Ollie Triska 
Beryl Sayer       Lil Selby 
JoAnn Kingston- Reichers     Joyce Law 
 
Master of Arts       Master of Science 
 
Janet Clark – coordinator     Anne Valentine - coordinator 
Jackie Foord       Jean McIntyre 
Karen Lewis Caron      Edith Morgan 
Judy Pagano       Maria Todor -withdrew-time conflict  
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CFUW Edmonton 2014 Margaret Brine Scholarship Recipients 
 
 

Name Department / Thesis Degree Amount 

Allison Sokil Music (Ethnomusicology) 
 Understanding Gender Through an  Exploration 

of the Potamos from the Village of Archangelos  
- exploring the reimagining of gendered 

identity through contemporary musical 
performances in rural communities on the 
Dodecanese Islands of Greece. 

Master of Arts 5,000 

Caroline Sheppard Surgery 
 Gastroesophageal Motility and Reflux 

Following Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy for 
the Treatment of Severe Obesity 

- Caroline hopes to understand the long-term 
impacts of obesity and its treatment to help 
manage the growing obesity epidemic in our 
community.  

Master of Science 5,000 

Sandra Tullio-Pow Human Ecology (Aging Disability & Clothing) 
 Mapping the Clothing Taskscape: Apparel 

Needs in Occupational Rehabilitation Therapy  
- Recent research has concentrated on 

inventing clothing for extraordinary groups, 
improving quality of life for those with 
unique body shapes and special needs by 
engineering clothing solutions that combine 
both function and fashion 

PhD Arts 6,000 

Mahtab Tavasoli Medicine (Experimental Medicine) 
 Role of CLIC5A in Defining the Actin-based 

integrity of Kidney Glomeruli during 
Hypertension  

- exploring the mechanisms by which CLIC5A 
maintains proper kidney function. 

PhD Science 6,000 

Total   $22,000 

 
 

 Four "Honorable Mentions" were also chosen and notified: 
o Ruth C. Urlacher (M.A.- Biological Archeology/ Anthropology) 
o Halli Morrison (MSc. -Oncology/ Medical Physics) 
o Dana C Massing (PhD Arts- Early Childhood Education) 
o Cassandra Churchill (PhD Sci -Chemistry) 

 

 Following the reports received from the readers and questions received from the 
applicants, the application process has once again been clarified and upgraded. 
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CFUW Edmonton Undergraduate Entrance Scholarships 
 
The University of Alberta awarded two undergraduate entrance scholarships from an 

endowment our Club established many years ago.   Emma Derocher and Etienne Vincent were 

each awarded a CFUW Edmonton Entrance Scholarship of $1,000.  This scholarship is awarded 

annually on the basis of superior academic achievement, to an Alberta high school graduate 

entering the first year of an undergraduate degree program at the University of Alberta.  The 

recipient will have achieved a minimum average of 85% on the required Grade 12 Alberta 

examinations.   

Two additional second year scholarships of $1000 each were awarded to Bethany Schatz and 

Kaitlyn Skinner. This scholarship is awarded to students with superior academic achievement 

entering the second year of an undergraduate degree at the University of Alberta. Selection 

based on academic standing. 

 

CFUW Edmonton Dr. Geneva Misener Graduate Scholarship Fund 
 
For several years, Past President Nina Jackson and a team of CFUW Edmonton members sought 

acknowledgement for Dr. Geneva Misener.  In 1912 Dr. Misener became the first woman 

member of the academic staff at the University of Alberta, first as assistant professor of Classics 

(1912-20) and later as a full professor (1920 – 45).  Her additional contributions to the 

University include serving as advisor to women students (1913 – 20) and as a member of the 

Senate (1926 – 28). 

At the Plaque unveiling ceremony and tea on April 28, 2013, the Garneau Community League 

presented CFUW Edmonton AAF with a generous donation in memory of Dr. Geneva Misener.  

This donation has become the basis of a fund to create a new CFUW Edmonton Graduate 

Scholarship in Dr. Misener’s name.  The fund ending balance for 2014 was $12,717.  Fundraising 

will be ongoing. 
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CFUW Edmonton Bursary Program 
 

 The CFUW Edmonton Bursary committee was convened by Bev Sohnle. 

 Twelve CFUW Edmonton members read the 2014 bursary applications: Dale Wilkie, Lea 
Belter, Norma Kabaroff, Janet Clark, Janet Smith, Lillian Selby, Christine Rapp, Judy Pagano, 
Nina Jackson, Wendy Watt-Davis, Lynn Masters, Mary Davenport.  

 Twenty eight applications were received and twenty six applicants were interviewed.   

 Twenty five applicants were awarded bursaries ranging in value from $500 to $2,300. 

 Named bursary recipients were Samantha Mallett (Elsie Mitchell Newland Bursary), Jessica 
Cartwright (Frances McConnell Bursary), and Katherine Swampy (Margaret Brine Bursary).  

 A total of $30,000 was disbursed as recommended by the Bursary Committee and approved 
by the Executive Committee.  

 We received many thank you notes, confirming that our bursary program is helping women 
cope with the many pressures (including financial) of pursuing their academic dreams.  

Excerpts from the Thank-you notes/letters kindly provided by recipients are listed below: 

 Thank you so much, I was very choked up and at a loss for words over the phone. I am so utterly 
thrilled and overwhelmed with gratitude and appreciation. To all the wonderful ladies at the 
Canadian Federation of University Women, thank you for being an inspiration, thank you for 
paving the way for many of us women today. If not for your courage and determination, I and 
many others would not have any today. As a mother of 5 (technically 6) and as a student in my 
final year of my degree life can become filled with obstacles; homework, housework, 
teaching/helping my kids, my health (recent kidney stones, and broken foot), and the 
extracurricular activities, being in committees, and volunteering for both community and school 
activities. Everything gets to be so hectic, I almost have little to no time to worry about finances, 
but it often becomes a burden I bare on my own. I am the sole provider for my household, and 
live on a very strict budget, not only taking care of my family but my mother, and often my 
brothers and sisters, as well as my husband’s brothers and sisters. The Margaret Brine Bursary 
Award is such an honour to receive, I read her biography and she was a liberal wonder woman, 
and big inspiration, such a fantastic leader for women everywhere to aspire and try to be as 
awesome as she. I literally cried tears of joy when notified I was to receive not only financial 
assistance, but a named award. I was truly blown away, this is such an honour. Thank you, from 
my heart and soul, thank all of you a thousand times over again. 
 

 You have touched me with this great gift and I am so elated. Right after receiving the news, I 

danced, cried, rolled on the floor and cried some more out of sheer happiness. God bless you. I 

had been worried sick wondering what would happen if I had to go back to my home country 

because I was withdrawn from the University. Where would I have started from? I had used all 

my savings to come here and even acquired debt, made personal sacrifice by leaving my baby at 

7months with the hope of being a mom she would be proud of. I only took a leap of faith by 

applying to CFUW because I received the email just at the point I was asking for a miracle. I 

never actually thought I would be given. To think you believe in my dream, my aspiration to the 
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point of giving me $1,600 towards my tuition is so heartwarming. I have always been the one 

who gave but never received.  This is my first gift and it came at the perfect time.  The money will 

be used to pay part of my tuition fee and my face will breakout into a great smile when I see my 

tuition balance go down. Thank you so much. 

 I would like to use this means to express my profound appreciation to you, the donors and 
stakeholders of Canadian Federation of University Women Edmonton for awarding me a ($ 
1000) bursary towards my graduate studies. I thank you very much for your assistance to me and 
other female university students. The Lord richly blesses you and your organization. 
 

 Financially, this will lift a huge burden of financial stress and allow me to focus even more 
devoutly on my studies. I appreciate the help you have given to me and many others and look 
forward to the rest of my University career. 
 

 This means so much to me! Thanks to everyone at CFUW I am now able to continue on to fulfill 
my dreams through this bursary and I could never express the magnitude of my gratitude using 
words. Everyone at CFUW was so wonderful. It is so nice to know and be inspired by the history 
of the CFUW. I hope to only continue on with education journey and inspire others, as the 
women at CFUW have me! 
 

 I would like to extend my gratitude to CFUW for awarding me a bursary of 1000$ this year. 
Thank you so much it will really help me and my son with our daily living expenses. It has been a 
difficult semester financially and so I am so please to have a little bit of relief. 

 

 Thank you very much for this bursary! It will definitely be put to good use and I 
genuinely appreciate the help! It means a lot to me and my family! 
 

 Thank you so much for your email, I am honored to be chosen as a recipient of this award and I 
really appreciate your support in my education!  
 

 It is wonderful that this program exists, and appreciate that there are services like this that 
support women in their academic life, helping them to achieve their goals. 
 

 The award will be used towards my tuition fee and it will significantly lighten my financial 
burden. It will allow me to focus more on my studies and on enjoying the student life and to 
stress less about making ends meet. One of the biggest challenges I have faced during my studies 
is the financial aspect, but I am very pleased to be part of a community that values the education 
of women and offers such substantial support. I cannot thank you enough for your help!  
 

 I will like to say a big thank you to the Canadian Federation of University Women Edmonton for 
the bursary awarded to me. The funding will help me cater for some of my household and 
academic expenses. I am very grateful. 
 

 I am elated about this bursary you have given me because it will go a long way to help me and 
my family deal with some financial issues. Please extend my gratitude to the other team 
members. 
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CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards Fund – Donations and Fund 
Raising  
 

Financial Support 

Our Academic Award fund continues to grow, thanks to members and friends who make 

financial contributions.  In 2014, 16 members/friends of CFUW Edmonton donated a total of 

$3,903.  The Joyce MacDonald Memorial Book Bin netted $258.   

Fund raising Luncheon 

On October 16, 2014, CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards hosted a fundraising luncheon and 

Silent Auction at the Royal Glenora Club. 

The Right Honorable Kim Campbell was the guest speaker and spoke to the assembled group on 

the recent “Bold Vision “Conference.  Guests appreciated the informative and interesting 

presentation, while enjoying a delicious lunch. 

The Silent Auction offered guests an opportunity to bid on many unique and lovely items which 

were generously donated by members, friends and local businesses.  

My thanks to the Fundraising Luncheon committee, who worked diligently to plan and organize 

this very successful event and to all of our donors and contributors. 

Proceeds from the event, $5863, will be used for CFUW Edmonton’s Scholarship and Bursary 

Program. 

Look out for information about a fund raising luncheon in 2015. 

Casino Fundraiser 

Casino funds enable CFUW Edmonton to maintain its commitment to our outstanding 

Scholarships and Bursaries Program.  I wish to give sincere thanks to Audrey Keen, who for 

many years has organized this casino.  
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CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards Fund Executive Committee  
 

The following slate was presented at the CFUW Edmonton AAF AGM on January 19, 2015 

meeting for election and appointment as the 2015 Academic Awards Fund Executive:   

 Anne Valentine (Chair) 

 Lea Belter (Secretary) 

 Heather Pick (Treasurer) 

 

 Debbie Tyson (Scholarship Convenor) 

 Bev Sohnle (Bursary Convenor) 

 Audrey Keen (Casino) 

 

Many thanks to the 2014 Executive:  Lea Belter (Secretary), Heather Pick (Treasurer), Debbie 

Tyson(Scholarship Convenor), Bev Sohnle (Bursary Convenor), Audrey Keen (Casino). 

Concluding Remarks 
 
As I step down from my current position as AAF Chair I wish to express my gratitude to the 

many members who have assisted AAF in so many ways. 

Over the years many CFUW Edmonton members have worked tirelessly in directing and 

supporting our Scholarship and Bursary Program and I know our new 2015 Chair Anne 

Valentine and the AAF executive will enthusiastically continue this very important work. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed time as Chair of the Academic Awards Fund. Our focus of assisting 

women students to complete their post-secondary education is so important, and as a member 

of CFUW Edmonton, I take great pride in our commitment to improving the lives of women and 

children through education. 

 

Edith Morgan 

Chair Academic Awards Fund 

CFUW Edmonton 


