
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

CFUW Edmonton Annual Report 

2015-2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 18, 2016



 

CFUW EDMONTON ANNUAL REPORT: 2015–2016 
2 | P a g e  

 

Contents 
 

President’s Report: 2015–2016 .................................................................................................................... 3 

Membership .................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Providing Financial Support to Students and Our Community ..................................................................... 4 

Academic Awards Fund (AAF) ................................................................................................................... 4 

Program Highlights: September 2015 to May 2016 ..................................................................................... 5 

Special Meetings ........................................................................................................................................... 6 

Special Events ............................................................................................................................................... 6 

Provincial, National and International Events .............................................................................................. 6 

Interests Groups............................................................................................................................................ 7 

CFUW Edmonton Financial Status ................................................................................................................ 9 

CFUW Budget and Actuals ............................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 



 

CFUW EDMONTON ANNUAL REPORT: 2015–2016 
3 | P a g e  

 

President’s Report: 2015–2016 

Submitted by Joy Hurst, CFUW Edmonton President  

April 18, 2016 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to members of the 2015–2016 Executive. As a 

new executive team we successfully tackled the challenges of this year. A  heartfelt vote of 

thanks to Amy Macleod (Secretary), Joanne Morrison (Treasurer), Nafeesa Mohamed 

(Program), Lynn Masters (Membership), Karen Lewis-Caron (Social), Suzanne Lewis 

(Communications), Sherri Eichhorn (Interest Groups), Anne Valentine  (Academic Awards Fund) 

and most recently to Amy Macleod who has assumed the role of President Elect. 

I also want to acknowledge and thank other members who make an important contribution to 

making CFUW Edmonton a well functioning organization, namely: Interest Group Convenors; 

Norma Kabaroff and the Phoning Committee members; Barbara Blackley (Mailing and 

Electronic Distribution); members who served on the AAF Executive, Bursary and Scholarship 

Committees; Audrey Keen (Casino Organizer) and all Casino volunteers and (Past Presidents 

Circle Convenors, Dale Wilkie and Nina Jackson. 

CFUW Edmonton members are also active in AB Council and CFUW committees.  

Judy Pagano (Secretary) serves on the CFUW Alberta Council and Dale Wilkie has been 

nominated as Regional Director for the Council. 

 Tammy Irwin (History), Dale Wilkie and Lea Belter (Fellowships), Judy Pagano (Advocacy) and 

Nina Jackson (Education) serve on CFUW National committees.  On behalf of the club 

membership, thank you to all of you who have represented the club at the Provincial and 

National level. 

Lastly but most importantly, thank you to each member who has made the decision to join or 

maintain their membership in this club. 
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Membership  

We lost members this year primarily due to changing personal circumstances of members but were 

pleased to have new members and a total membership of 136 at the time of this report. 

 Barbara Blackley, Past CFUW Edmonton President has been selected as the 2016 SAGE (Senior 

Association of Greater Edmonton) Recipient of the Public and Non Profit award for her longstanding 

work with CFUW Edmonton. This well deserved recognition will be celebrated at the SAGE awards 

luncheon on May 11, 2016. 

Providing Financial Support to Students and Our Community  

Academic Awards Fund (AAF)  
 

CFUW Edmonton continues to support post-secondary education and advanced study and research by 

female students at the University of Alberta. CFUW Edmonton began supporting students in 1911 and 

has continued this philanthropy throughout our history by awarding more than 1 million dollars to 

female students at the University of Alberta.  In 1971, CFUW Edmonton established a needs-based 

bursary program and in 1985 established the Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship Program which 

awarded scholarship on the basis of performance and contribution to the community.  

Many thanks to the AAF 2015 executive, Anne Valentine  (Chair), Lea Belter (Secretary), Heather Pick 

(Treasurer) and our scholarship and Bursary Convenors, respectively Debbie Tyson and Bev Sohnle. The 

2016 AAF executive has completed the 2016 Scholarship cycle and must be congratulated for this work 

which included a significant increase in scholarship applicants. 2016 AAF Executive: Anne Valentine 

(Chair), Lea Belter (Secretary), Ollie Triska (Treasurer). Convenors: Judy Pagano (Scholarship), Bev Sohnle 

(Bursary) 

A special thank you is extended to Audrey Keen who continues to be the “force” in organizing our casino 

fundraising.  The next casino is scheduled for April 20 and 21, 2016. This year, the Executive Committee 

elected not to have the annual fund raising luncheon in favor of taking time to address the management 

of AAF funds which have now been transferred from the management of the University of Alberta. 

In 2015, a total of $52,000 was awarded by CFUW Edmonton:  

On May 11, 2015 $22,000 was awarded to 4 Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship recipients, two 

Master's scholarship winners and two Doctoral winners.  On December 4, 2015 bursary funds in the 

amount of $30,000 were released to 21 University of Alberta female applicants, with bursaries ranging 

in value from $300 to $2,300 per applicant.  

In 2015, the University of Alberta awarded four undergraduate scholarships (of $1,000 each) from an 
endowment of CFUW Edmonton that was established many years ago. The scholarship is awarded 
annually, on the basis of superior academic achievement, to two Alberta high school graduates entering 
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the first year of an undergraduate degree program at the University of Alberta. Recipients will have 
achieved a minimum average of 85% on the required Grade 12 Alberta examinations. This endowment 
fund also now supports two scholarships for second year students.  

Support to the community: As part of our December 2015 Social, CFUW Edmonton members 
generously donated food, toiletries and cash to the University of Alberta Campus Food Bank.   

Community Outreach: Members of CFUW Edmonton and CFUW Strathcona had Alberta Reads Network 

training to support the reading program for Athlone School in Edmonton, additional training is planned 

for the fall when more members will be able to participate in Alberta Reads Network training.  

Program Highlights: September 2015 to May 2016 

Monthly General meetings are held the third Monday of the month at the University Of Alberta, Faculty 

Club. 

We have had stimulating and informative presentations during this program year representing a broad 

range of topics; Margo Goodhand, Editor of the Edmonton Journal kicked of the year with “The End of 

Newspapers, A look at the past and future of print media in Canada”.   October’s speaker, Dr. Sheena 

Wilson, Assistant Professor, Campus Saint-Jean, University of Alberta presented “Women as 21st Century 

Change-Agents at the Nexus of Energy Transition and Social Transformation: Before and After Harper”.  

We were challenged to continue to be active in the public discourse regarding the oil energy culture. In 

November we had the pleasure of hosting a meet and greet for members to meet Bilkies McKen, VP 

Prairies before our regular meeting.  Dr. Theresa Gavin, Professor, Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, 

University of Alberta was the program speaker of the evening.  She discussed her research on how 

people interact with their environments, specifically housing environments.  During the business 

meeting, Bilkies spoke about the CFUW Prairie region and the potential for regional collaboration.    

Membership present voted in favor of a rotating Prairie Gathering.  

December is always a special evening as the night includes season celebrations. As has been the 

tradition of the chapter, we enjoyed sing along festive music with Anna Guest, a market place and 

opportunity to contribute to the University of Alberta Campus food bank.  The evening included speaker, 

Angela Smith of Women Building Futures, an agency that supports women in nontraditional work. We 

were truly inspired by her presentation entitled, “Women in Trades- The Truth Revealed”.  

January is month in which the Academic Awards Fund has their AGM and scholar presentations. As 

anticipated, the 2015 scholars were outstanding. February’s meeting brought us soul music and a 

window into the changing cultural mosaic of Edmonton through Yvonne Chiu, Co-Executive Director, 

Edmonton Multicultural Health Brokers Co-op. 

March, April and May are months dedicated to discussion and action on CFUW resolutions, CFUW 

Edmonton AGM and our year end BBQ respectively.  
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Special Meetings 

 A special meeting was held on January 24, 2016 to discuss the GWI propositions. Although only six 

individuals were able to attend, we were able to provide a summary document of our response 

which was circulated to our club membership and submitted to GWI. 

 

 A town hall was held on March 3rd, 2016 to provide membership with an opportunity to discuss the 

current resolution regarding withdrawal of CFUW from GWI. The evening was facilitated by a non 

CFUW member. 

Special Events  

 CFUW Edmonton continued with the tradition of a new members’ tea on October 16, 2015. The 

event was held at the Rutherford House on the University of Alberta campus and attended by new 

members, past presidents and current executive.   This historical site on the university campus 

which was saved in large part by the advocacy of CFUW members. In addition to tea and delights, 

there was a very informative tour and short presentation about the role of CFUW in the 

preservation of the site.  Later during the year the club was graciously presented with a print and 

copy of the newly released book Lilacs and Brick, the story of the Life and Lives of Rutherford House. 

 

 Members of CFUW Edmonton participated in the formal Government of Alberta events on April 19, 

2016 commemorating Suffrage in Alberta. Wepresented a Suffrage Vignette supported by 

Edmonton Public School Board, Archives and Museum program. In this fictional account, sentiments 

of the day are expressed during a meeting attended by Nellie McClung, Suffrage supporters and the 

Premier of Alberta, Arthur Sifton. 
o The presentation was a resounding success with front a page Edmonton Journal picture 

on April 20, 2016 and cameos of our presentation included in online story.  
o Media coverage:  http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-legislature-

celebration-marks-100-year-anniversary-of-women-winning-right-to-vote 
o A big thank you to all members who participated, special vote of appreciation to Nina 

Jackson, Joyce Law, Joan Cowling, Gail Perrin, Louise McKay and Joy Hurst who were the 

key organizers. 
 

 Fitting to this occasion, a Pink Tea was held at Rutherford House on April 19, 2016 

Provincial, National and International Events 

 CFUW was represented at the following events: 

 2015 CFUW AGM, June 18 – 21, 2015, Quebec City: Joy Hurst, Judy Pagano and Tammy Irwin 

http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-legislature-celebration-marks-100-year-anniversary-of-women-winning-right-to-vote
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-legislature-celebration-marks-100-year-anniversary-of-women-winning-right-to-vote
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 Prairie Gathering: October 3-4, 2015, Regina; Joy Hurst and Tammy Irwin 

 United Nations CSW60, CFUW Delegation, March 13-18, 2016 New York; Joy Hurst and Judy Pagano 

 Alberta Council AGM: Calgary, April 22-23, 2016; attendance to be confirmed after the event 

Interests Groups 

CFUW Edmonton has 14 interest groups. We have three choices for Book groups, Morning, 

Afternoon/Luncheon and Evening. There are also 3 cuisine groups, Healthy Gourmet, Hospitality 

Cooking and Lunching out. The Bridge group is a well established group who meets twice a month. We 

have three arts group, Fiber arts, Painting and a Film group. We also have very active History, Health 

Issues and Environmental Issues groups. Our newest interest group is Yoga for Seniors. The following 

year end reports were received. 

Annual Report for Film Group 

There were 13 women signed up for the Film Group this year. We saw three shows in October 2015,  

February 2016 and March 2016. Approximately five members attended each show.  

The Danish Girl a 2015 British biographical romantic drama film based on the 2000 fictional novel of the 

same name by David Ebershoff and loosely inspired by the lives of Danish painters Lili Elbe and Gerda 

Wegener and The Lady in the Van is a 2015 British comedy-drama written by Alan Bennett, and starring 

Maggie Smith and Alex Jennings that tells the true story of Mary Shepherd, an elderly woman who lived 

in a dilapidated van on Bennett's driveway in London for 15 years, are two of the films we saw. Our last 

film evening for the year will be in April 2016. Nafeesa Mohamed 

Year End Interest Group Report: Yoga 

We started the year with 13 participants, meeting weekly, but life got in the way, and we ended in 

December with 7 members.  

Our yoga teacher found that she was somewhat overwhelmed as a new grade 2 teacher, and asked to 

suspend the classes rather than start up again in January. We are waiting to see if she will continue, or if 

we need to find another teacher. Anne Valentine  

Year End Interest Group Report: Art for Fun 

Our art group has so much fun. We have 10 registered members, of whom 6 are regular attendees. We 

meet every Tuesday morning from 9 - 12, at my home. Besides art, we enjoy coffee, gabbing and 

goodies. We have a member who specializes in water colours - she's SO good! Another member 

produces the most amazing abstracts that she designs herself. We have a member who tends to be a 

minimalist, another who is into pencil drawing, a flower-depicting member and me, who cannot settle 

on any one style! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biographical_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Danish_Girl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Danish_Girl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Ebershoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lili_Elbe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerda_Wegener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerda_Wegener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy-drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Bennett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maggie_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Jennings
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Space considerations unfortunately limit the number of participants. We might be able to squeeze in 

one more member - if you don't mind squeezing around the table.  Anne Valentine 

 

 

Morning Book Club Report  

The Morning Book Club meets once a month on the fourth Wednesday at 9:30am. We have lively and 

fun discussions over a delicious breakfast!!  We rotate the hosting duties amongst the members of the 

group. Currently we have nine members. We are accepting new members. 

This year we voted on member suggestions to compile our book list.  In previous years we have focused 

on prize winning authors in various categories.    

In addition to our monthly meetings, we joined the Evening and Afternoon groups for Christmas pot luck 
and there will be a wind-up event in June.  Edith Morgan 

Book List 2015 - 16 
 
September –  The Lion Seeker by Ken Bonert 

October –     A Song for Nettie Johnson by Gloria Sawai 

November – The Inconvenient Indian by Thomas 

January – Birds Without Wings by Louis de Bernieres 

February –  Lila by Marilynne Robinson 

March –  The World before Us by Aislinn Hunter 

April –  The Disappearing Spoon and other Tales of Madness, Love, and the History of the 
Periodic Table of Elements by Sam Kean 

May –  The Versions of Us by Laura Barnett. 
 
Evening Random Readers Group Report 
 
Our evening reading group has eleven active members. We meet September to June on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM. We enjoy light refreshments and excellent conversation using the 
book we have read to start the discussion. We try to have a presenter who has researched some book 
reviews and background of the author. Each of us hosts a meeting in turn. We start the year with a 
predetermined schedule of books and venues but occasionally changes are made.  
 
This year’s books range from a classic to poetry to bestsellers and prizewinners. The list includes: Poems 

by Mary Oliver, The Tin Drum by Guenter Glass, Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood, Uncle Tom’s Cabin by 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Heretic (Why Islam Needs a Reformation Now) by Ayaan Hirsi Ali, They Left Us 

Everything by Plum Johnson, The Universe versus Alex Woods by Gavin Extence, and Boys in the Boat by 
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Daniel James Brown. In December and June we share a potluck with the morning and afternoon groups. 

So we have plenty of opportunity for good food, good wine, good books and good fellowship. We would 

be delighted to add some new members to our group. For more information contact Norma Kabaroff, 

Evening Reading Group Convenor. 

CFUW Environment Group Report 

Following is a list of the topics we discussed for 2015 and the number of attendees: 

February 12th – The Essence of Permaculture presented by Janet Smith – 10 in attendance 

March 12th – Steve Wallace, Hydrologist, who works for the Water Policy Branch, Alberta Environment 

and Sustainable Resource Development, was our guest speaker. 

The presentation covered the following areas: 

 Conventional vs. unconventional oil development 

 Hydraulic fracturing technology 

 Alberta regulatory framework 

There were 30 in attendance. 

 

April 9th – discussed all the amendments to our resolution, Saving our Pollinators and Our Environment: 

A Moratorium on the Sale and Use of the Neonicotinoid Class of Pesticides. 

There were 11 in attendance. 

May – field trip 

October 8th – planning meeting to generate topics for discussion at the group meetings during the year.  

There were 8 in attendance. 

November 12th – Tammy Irwin presented notes she had made on two speakers at the IN DEEP water 

symposium held at the Banff Centre. The speakers were: Dr. Charles Vorosmarty, Professor of Civil 

engineering and Earth’s System Scientist at N.Y. City University and Dr. David Schindler.  There were 9 in 

attendance 

We are a member of the Alberta Environment Network and were represented by Isobel Mailloux at their 

annual caucus meeting. We meet on the second Thursday of the month at St. Paul's United Church, 

11526 - 76 Ave., from October to May, beginning at 1:30 pm.  We collect $20 from each member to pay 

for our membership in AEN and to give the church an honorarium for the use of their meeting space. We 

always welcome new members. Sylvia Kother, Tammy Irwin, and Cathy Garvey 

CFUW Edmonton Financial Status 

The 2014-15 Audit completed on February 18, 2016 included review of CFUW Edmonton general ledger 

and reconciled all expense statements, deposit slips, bank statements and check stubs. There were no 
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discrepancies and the books balance. The club has a positive bank balance and is in good financial 

standing. 

 

 

 


