
 

 

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN EDMONTON 

ACADEMIC AWARDS FUND 
BURSARY COMMITTEE 

  

 

2015 

 

CFUW Edmonton 
2015 Bursary Committee Report 

 
A special thank you to all the Committee members who volunteered their time to  
review the applications and select the award recipients.   

 

Submitted by Beverley Sohnle 
2015 AAF Bursary Convenor 

December  2015 

 



2015 CFUW EDMONTON BURSARY COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 
1 

Highlights  
 
The 2015 Bursary Committee was pleased to review 38 applications and award $30,000 to 21 
women.  The Elsie Mitchell Newland, Frances McConnell and Margaret Brine named bursaries 
were awarded to three of these women.  
 
This year went very smoothly with respect to reviewing applications, interviewing candidates 
and making decisions about the funding amount for each successful bursary award recipient.  
 
It was a pleasure to interview the candidates and hear not only about their financial challenges, 
but also about their goals and dreams.  Without exception, each candidate was sincerely 
grateful for the opportunity to apply for a bursary.  Excerpts from the Thank-you notes/letters 
kindly provided by recipients are listed below: 
 

 I would like to express my sincere gratitude upon receiving a Female Student Bursary.  
My life took an unexpected detour from my Master’s in Physical Therapy when I was 
forced to take a two year medical leave.  I did not know if I would be able to return to 
the Faculty and the burden of continuing tuition costs made this difficult.  Thanks to 
your much appreciated support, I have currently completed my first semester back as a 
graduate student and am able to continue my studies, specializing in cancer research.  
The pleasure of meeting your interview committee during this process made me feel 
supported and was a reminder that I was not alone in my struggles.  Thank you so much 
for the great work of aiding female students, especially during times of difficulty.  Your 
monetary support has helped me overcome medical setbacks and I am now able to use 
my story and experience from these past two years to help others in my daily 
interactions with patients, a gift I owe to your organization for making possible.  Bless 
you this Christmas and thank you for keeping my dreams alive! 
 

 I write to express my sincere gratitude for selecting me as the recipient of the 2015 Elsie 
Mitchell Newland 2015 Bursary Award. This scholarship is a great surprise to me and I 
feel very honoured to receive this prestigious award. The financial award offered me will 
help pay my outstanding tuition fees, offset my rent and support my living expenses as I 
care for my two year old daughter. I can now focus more clearly on my academics rather 
than on my finances. As a PhD Nursing Candidate with a focus on improving child health 
care interventions in deprived communities, I look forward to progressing in my studies 
towards completion in 2016 so I can give back to the community to improve child health 
care outcomes. As I pursue my career goals through practice, education and research, I 
live and work with the memory of your kindness and commitment in translating the 
knowledge gained at the University to impact communities positively. Thank you for 
continuing to support and encourage women to pursue higher education. Your kindness 
and generosity are deeply appreciated.  
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 I was notified today that I have been awarded the McConnell bursary. I am so honored 
to have been selected as a proper candidate for this bursary. I just wanted to express 
my appreciations to all the staff of CFUW who have contributed to such a great 
initiative. It has not been easier for me to pursue my graduate studies at U of A, but 
there is always hope and people who are willing to support young women in their 
academic journey. Thank you very much, I really appreciate it.  
 

 I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the CFWU Bursary recipient selection team. I 
am feeling honoured on having been selected to receive this award from an 
organization which is so much in touch with the challenges of diverse Canadian women 
(who dare to dream big while maintaining a fine balance in their multiple roles). I am 
hoping to be a part of CFUW in future, in a capacity where I can also contribute in the 
organization by taking part in ventures that can make a difference in the lives of other 
fellow brave women.  
 

 I am gracious to receive this award to sponsor my studies at the University of Alberta- 
Environmental Sciences, Conservation Biology major. I understand the dedication, hours 
and amazing donors required to create the Female Bursary Award through the Canadian 
Federation of University Women Bursary and Scholarship program. I am very thankful 
for the generosity of the CFUW organization as this will alleviate my financial deficit and 
allow my dream of completing my education to become a reality. This $750 bursary 
relieves the stress of my mortgage payment so I can focus on my academic performance 
after the recent loss of my part time employment.   Please extend my sincere gratitude 
to the donors and the amazing ladies in my interview. The interview was a positive, 
uplifting experience and I am very excited to attend meetings in the New Year to 
network with more amazing women in the CFUW organization. I am very enthusiastic to 
teach and ignite new passions in the world of fisheries with my new Bachelor of 
Sciences Degree in 2017. 

 

 I am writing to express my deepest gratitude for the generous $1500 bursary the 
Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) given me. I feel so fortunate and 
thrilled to learn of my selection for this honoring bursary. I am deeply appreciative of 
your support and generosity. This opportunity will allow me to more smoothly pursue 
my study and career. I am currently pursuing master’s degree in Nursing with a 
specialization in research. My research area of interest is families with chronically ill 
children. After graduation, I hope to work in a healthcare research team, especially in a 
research project for the homecare service. By awarding me the bursary, you have 
lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus more on the most important 
aspect of school, learning. Your generosity has inspired me to help others and give back 
to the community. I promise I will work hard to prove myself worthy of this opportunity 
CFUW given me. 
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 Today, when I came out of my classes, I found out that I was one of the women 
chosen to be awarded the CFUW bursary. I cannot put my happiness into words or 

begin to express how much gratitude I feel towards the Association. 

I would like to express that this possibility means a big deal to my family in relation 

to the economic situation we are going throw at the moment. But not only this. I 

would also like to stress out that it meant a learning journey to me. Having arrived 

to Canada only a couple of months ago, through the CFUW bursary program I was 

able to learn about an association that hugely contributes to our society and 

enriches our role as women in it. In addition, I was given the possibility to interact 

with some members of the association which are as delightful as the mission that 

they carry out and from whom I have learn many tips that will for sure give us an 

additional economic help. For these reasons is that I would like to acknowledge the 

CFUW and state that with the Academic Awards program you are giving us much more 

than economic support. As a consequence, on behalf of my family, I thank you and the 

donors that made such a significant and yet selfless contribution to our lives. 

 

 I am a PhD student in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Alberta. I am 
really grateful for being honored with your bursary. This money will help me to free my 
mind a little bit from my economical situation and concentrate on finishing my PhD. I 
really appreciate the generosity of your donors and the kindness and understanding of 
the CFUW staff. Please give a special thank you to Mary Chibuk and Lea Belter. Thanks 
again for helping me on this difficult moment.  
 

 I would like to sincerely thank you and CFUW for this award- I am deeply moved by this 
gesture.  The bursary you have awarded me will alleviate some of my financial stressors 
and allow me to focus on my long term goal: becoming a wonderful OT!  Thank you so 
much for this opportunity! Please pass on my sincere thanks to the rest of the 
organization. 
 

 I would like to use this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to you, the 
donors and stakeholders of Canadian Federation of University Women Edmonton 
for donating to me the amount of nine hundred dollar ($ 900) bursary towards my 
graduate studies. I am really grateful for your assistance to me and other female 
university students. May God bless you and your organization. 
 

 Such a pleasure meeting you and your colleagues the other day and such an amazing 
email to receive! Thank you so much to you and everyone involved in this amazing 
bursary! Thank you again from the bottom of my heart! 
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CFUW Bursary Committee Dates 

 

Date  Activity 

August  24th – 25th 

August  28th – 31st 

August  28th – 31st 

Application form posted on CFUW Edmonton website 

Printing and distribution of brochures/posters 

Email faculty contacts for advertising 

October 16th  Deadline for bursary applications  

October 20th Organizational meeting of the committee 

October 20th – November 4th 

November 4th  

Reading of applications 

Second organizational meeting 

November 17th & 18th 

November  19th  

Interviews held at U of A ECHA building 

Reference checks completed 

November 19th  

November 21st  

Committee meeting to determine awards 

AAF executive ratifies recipients and awards 

November 23rd – 27th  Award recipients are notified by telephone and email 

December 4th  Funds available to award recipients 

 
 

CFUW Bursary Committee Members 
 

 Beverley Sohnle – Convenor 

 Dale Wilkie 

 Lea Belter 

 Darlene Fraser 

 Lilly Ann Selby 

 Christine  Rapp 

 Judy Pagano 

 Mary Chibuk 

 Katherine Braun 

 Janet Clark 

 Mary Davenport 

 Lynn Masters 

 Audrey Keen 
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Data Analysis 
 

1. Number of Applicants 

 

Applicant Status Count % 

Interviewed 21 55% 

Ineligible 17 45% 

Total 38 100% 
 

17 applicants were deemed ineligible for the following reasons: Not Full-time Registration (7); No Deficit 

(6); No 2 year break (1); Incomplete application (2); Late (1). 

 

2. Citizenship 

 

Citizenship Status Award Recipients (n=21) 

Canadian Citizen 9 43% 

Permanent Resident 0 0% 

Student Study Permit 12 57% 

Total 21 100% 
 

 

3. Faculty & Degree Type 

 

 

Award Recipients (n=21) 

 

Bachelor’s Master’s PhD Total 

Faculty # % # % # % # % 

Arts 1 5% 1 5% 
  

2 9% 

Computing Science       1 5% 1 5% 

Education 

  
1 5% 1 5% 2 9% 

Fine Arts   1 5%      1 5% 

Nursing   3 14% 3 14% 6 29% 

Philosophy     1 5% 1 5% 

Rehabilitation Medicine   1 5%   1 5% 

Science 1 5% 3 14% 3 14% 7 33% 

Total 2 9% 10 48% 9 43% 21 100% 
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4. Graduation Year 

 

Graduation Year Award Recipients (n=21) 

2015 1 5% 

2016 6 29% 

2017 9 43% 

2018 3 14% 

2019 2 9% 

Total 21 100% 
 
 
5. Award Amounts 

 

Award Amount Award Recipients (n=21) 

$300 1 5% 

$750 3 14% 

$800 1 5% 

$900 2 9% 

$1,000 1 5% 

$1,200 1 5% 

$1,500 4 19% 

$1,800 1 5% 

$2,000 3 14% 

$2,150 1 5% 

$2,200 2 9% 

$2,300 1 5% 

Total 21 100% 
 


