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Overview 
 

CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards Fund has continued to support female students at the 
University of Alberta.  
 
In 2014, a total of $52,000 was awarded:  

$22,000 to 4 Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship winners  
$30,000 to 21 bursary recipients. 

 
Two CFUW Edmonton Undergraduate Entrance Scholarships were awarded in 2015, each valued at 
$1,000. Two additional students in a second year undergraduate program at the University of Alberta 
each received $1,000.  
 
The two Master’s scholarship winners and two Doctoral scholarship winners attended the CFUW 
Edmonton Spring BBQ on May 11, 2015 to receive their awards and made presentations of their 
research at the CFUW Edmonton meeting in January 2016.  
 
Bursary funds were released on December 4, 2015 in amounts ranging from $300 to $2,300. 

 
 
 

CFUW Edmonton 2015 Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarships 

 
2015 Scholarship Committee  

The Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship Committee was convened by Debbie Tyson. We had 
16 readers -- four in each scholarship group comprised mainly of two experienced readers and 
two new readers. The group consisted of the following members, with experienced readers 
coordinating each group. 

 
PhD Arts     PhD Science 
Judy Pagano (coordinator)   Jackie Foord (coordinator) 

Joyce Law     Karen Lewis-Caron 

Janet Clark     Heather Pick 

Katherine Braun    Shirley Reid 

 

Master of Arts     Masters of Science 

Anne Valentine (coordinator)   Myrna Snart (coordinator) 

Lil Selby     Beryl Sayer 

Audrey Keen     Lea Belter 

Jean McIntyre     Janet Smith 
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2015 CFUW Margaret Brine Scholarship Recipients 
 

Name  Department/Thesis Degree Amount 
CHRISTINE LESIAK Drama, Theatre Practice 

 
“The Object of Constellations:  An immersive theatre 
adaptation of “La Petit Prince” 

MA $5,000 

CHRISTIE MORRISON Biological Sciences 

“Life History Strategies of Northern Form Dolly Varden 
Char in the Western Canadian Arctic” 

MSc $5,000 

BEATRICE POLETTI History and Classics 

 “Dionysius of Halicarnassus as an Augustan historian” 

PhD Arts $6,000 

BRIENNE MCKENZIE Medical Microbiology and Immunology 

“Central Nervous System Inflammasomes in Multiple 
Sclerosis” 

PhD 
Science 

$6,000 

Total   $22,000 
 

 

2015 CFUW Edmonton Margaret Brine Scholarship Honourable Mentions 

 

PhD Arts – Kristjana Loptson   PhD Science – Valerie Miller     

Master of Arts – Dana Wylie  Masters of Science – Ashley Newbigging 

 
 

CFUW Edmonton 2015 Undergraduate Entrance Scholarships  
 
The University of Alberta awarded two undergraduate entrance scholarships from an endowment our 
Club established many years ago Linkun Miao and Brynne Lewis were each awarded a CFUW Edmonton 
Entrance Scholarship of $1,000. This scholarship is awarded annually on the basis of superior academic 
achievement, to an Alberta high school graduate entering the first year of an undergraduate degree 
program at the University of Alberta. The recipient will have achieved a minimum average of 85% on the 
required Grade 12 Alberta examinations. 
 
Two additional second year scholarships of $1000 each were awarded to Adam Sinclair and Melissa 
Wang. This scholarship is awarded to students with superior academic achievement entering the second 
year of an undergraduate degree at the University of Alberta. Selection based on academic standing. 
 
 
Following the reports received from the readers and questions received from the applicants, the 
scholarship application process has once again been clarified and upgraded for the 2016 program.  
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CFUW Edmonton Dr. Geneva Misener Graduate Scholarship Fund 

 
For several years a team of CFUW Edmonton members sought acknowledgement for Dr. Geneva 

Misener. In 1912 Dr. Misener became the first woman member of the academic staff at the University of 

Alberta, first as assistant professor of Classics (1912-20) and later as a full professor (1920-45).  Her 

additional contributions to the University include serving as advisor to women students (1913-20) and as 

a member of the Senate (1926-28). 

At the Plaque unveiling ceremony and tea on April 28, 2013, the Garneau Community League presented 

CFUW Edmonton AAF with a generous donation in member of Dr. Geneva Misener.  This donation has 

become the basis of a fund to create a new CFUW Edmonton Graduate Scholarship in Dr. Misener’s 

name.  The Geneva Misener Scholarship Fund ending balance for 2015 is $13,107.  Fundraising for this 

new scholarship is ongoing. 

 
 

CFUW 2015 Edmonton Bursary Program 

 


The CFUW 2015 Edmonton Bursary committee was convened by Bev Sohnle.  
 
Twelve CFUW Edmonton members read the 2015 bursary applications: Lea Belter, Katherine Braun, 
Mary Chibuk, Janet Clark, Mary Davenport, Darlene Fraser, Audrey Keen, Lynn Masters, Judy Pagano, 
Christine  Rapp, Lilly Ann Selby, Dale Wilkie. 
 
Thirty eight applications were received and twenty one applicants were interviewed.  
 
Twenty one applicants were awarded bursaries ranging in value from $300 to $2,300 for a total award 
amount of $30,000, as recommended by the Bursary Committee and approved by the AAF Executive 
Committee.  
 
The three highest amounts awarded were issued in the Named Bursary categories: the Elsie Mitchell 

Newland Bursary, the Frances McConnell Bursary and the Margaret Brine Bursary. 

 

We received many thank you notes, confirming that our bursary program is helping women cope with 
the many pressures (including financial) of pursuing their academic dreams. Having them achieve 
success in their academic careers is our goal. 
 
Excerpts from the Thank-you notes/letters sent by recipients are listed in the 2015 Bursary Report. The 
recipients expressed great joy with the financial aspect of the awards. Many also explained how much 
the process meant to them: meeting women who care enough to give their time to assist, to advise and 
especially to listen to them. 
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CFUW Edmonton AAF  – Donations and Fund Raising 

 
Financial Support  
 
Our Academic Award fund continues to grow, thanks to members and friends who make financial 
contributions. In 2015, eight members/friends of CFUW Edmonton donated a total of $5,916.  
 
At the monthly February 2015 CFUW meeting, Nina Jackson, representing the CFUW Edmonton Past 
Presidents Circle, donated profits from the Art Gallery Fund raiser in the amount of $390.00. It was 
donated to the Geneva Misener Scholarship Fund. 
 
The Joyce MacDonald Memorial Book Bin and sales netted $199. CFUW Edmonton (the main club) also 
donated $500 from the profit of the CFUW Alberta Council meeting to the AAF. 
 
 
Fund Raising  
 
This year, the Executive Committee elected not to have the annual fund raising luncheon. We decided to 
take the time to address the transfer of the funds the University of Alberta had been managing for the 
AAF and to find a good financial management provider for these funds.  
 
In early 2015, the University of Alberta informed the AAF that the University was no longer able to act as 
fund managers for the money the club had accumulated for the scholarship and bursary programs. We 
were given 30 days to decide what to do – either withdraw the money, or turn the funds into permanent 
endowments. 
 
The AAF got an extension on the decision date to the end of June 2015. At that time, we informed the 
University of Alberta that the club membership had voted not to permanently endow the funds and to 
withdraw the money. 
 
Thus, the AAF received a cheque from the University of Alberta for a total of $232,697. Of that,  
 $135,737 was for the bursary fund and $96,960 was for the scholarship fund. Currently these funds are 
held in solid conservative GICs while the executive members and former Chair investigate investment 
possibilities. We are checking out the Edmonton Community Foundation, banks and various investment 
companies to ascertain which provider is the best fit for the AAF and the members of CFUW Edmonton. 
 
Casino Fundraiser  
 
Casino funds enable CFUW Edmonton to maintain its commitment to our Scholarships and Bursaries 
Programs.  The next casino is scheduled for April 20 and 21, 2016. There are sign-up sheets available for 
members who wish to volunteer their time.  
 
I wish to give profuse and sincere thanks to Audrey Keen, who for many years has organized this casino. 
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2015 CFUW Edmonton Academic Awards Fund Executive Committee  
 
The following slate was presented at the CFUW Edmonton 2014 AAF AGM held on January 19, 2015 for 
election and appointment as the 2015 Academic Awards Fund Executive:  

Anne Valentine (Chair)  
Lea Belter (Secretary)  
Heather Pick (Treasurer)  
 
Debbie Tyson (Scholarship Convenor)  
Bev Sohnle (Bursary Convenor)  
Audrey Keen (Casino)  

 
I wish to thank the members of the 2015 Executive Committee for the time and effort they gave to the 
AAF. Heather Pick (Treasurer) and Debbie Tyson (Scholarship Convenor) are not continuing, as they have 
served the maximum time allowed by the AAF Bylaws. 
 
The following 2016 Executive Committee slate will be presented at the CFUW Edmonton Academic 
Awards Fund 2015 Annual General Meeting on January 18. 2016. 
 Positions for election by membership of CFUW Edmonton: 

Anne Valentine (Chair)  
Lea Belter (Secretary)  
Ollie Triska (Treasurer)  
 
Positions for confirmation of appointment by membership of CFUW Edmonton: 
Judy Pagano (Scholarship Convenor)  
Bev Sohnle (Bursary Convenor)  
Audrey Keen (Casino)  

 

Concluding Remarks  
 
I wish to express my deepest gratitude to the many CFUW Edmonton members who have assisted AAF 
in so many ways.  
 
Over the years many CFUW Edmonton members have worked tirelessly in executing and supporting our 
Scholarship and Bursary Programs and I know our new 2016 AAF executive will enthusiastically continue 
this very important work with me.  
 
As a member of CFUW Edmonton, I am very proud of the achievements of the club and of the Academic 
Awards Fund. Assisting women to complete their education and striving to improve the lives of women 
and children everywhere is so important. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed this year as Chair of the Academic Awards Fund. 
 
Anne Valentine 
Chair, Academic Awards Fund 
CFUW Edmonton 


